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LEEDS TROLLEY VEHICLE SYSTEM ORDER 

REGULATION OF TROLLEY VEHICLES 

1 Malcolm Bell raised some questions about the regulation of trolley vehicles in his cross-

examination of John Henkel on 21 May 2014. As trolley vehicles have not been authorised or 

operated in the United Kingdom in recent years, the Promoters have canvassed these issues 

with the DfT and this note sets the Promoters’ understanding of the legal position. 

2 In summary: 

2.1 Trolley vehicles fall within the definition of “public service vehicle” (PSVs) contained in section 

1 of the Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 and trolley vehicle services are a “local service” 

as defined in section 2 of the Transport Act 1985 (provided that they are not excluded or meet 

the conditions specified in section 2(2)).   

2.2 The Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 imposes a number of controls in relation to PSVs 

including the licensing of operators, the approval, inspection and certification of vehicles, the 

conduct of drivers, inspectors and conductors and controls on the number of passengers.  On 

that basis, new trolley buses will need to be approved prior to entry into service and receive a 

Certificate of Initial Fitness under the Public Service Vehicles (Conditions of Fitness, 

Equipment, Use and Certification) Regulations 1981 (S.I.1981/257) or alternatively under the 

Road Vehicles (Approval) Regulations 1991 (S.I.1991/717).  Once the trolley buses are in 

use, they will also need to comply with the relevant use provisions.  

2.3 The vehicles will also need to comply with the Public Service Vehicles Accessibility 

Regulations 2000 (S.I. 2000/1970) or, as an alternative, the accessibility annexes of UNECE 

Vehicles Regulation 107 on the approval of the construction of buses or European Directive 

2001/85/EC relating to special provisions for vehicles used for the carriage of passengers 

comprising more than eight seats in addition to the driver's seat, as applicable. 

2.4 Vehicle certification requirements and procedures will have to be arranged with the Vehicle 

and Operator Safety Agency, when the vehicles come to be procured. 

2.5 Road traffic legislation applies to trolley vehicle systems, subject to certain disapplications 

under the Tramcars and Trolley Vehicles (Modification of Enactments) Regulations 1992 

(S.I.1992/1217).  

2.6 Under article 44 of the draft TWA Order, the parts of the trolley vehicle system that are not in 

the public highway are to be treated as if they are roads for the provisions of the Road Traffic 

Regulation Act 1984, Transport Act 1985, Road Traffic Act 1988, Road Traffic Act 1991 and 

Traffic Management Act 2004, and as a street for the purposes of the New Roads and Street 

Works Act 1991. 
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