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APP-12-3-1 Summary Tables 

 

Table A1: Summary of the designated sites from the desk study 

Resource/Receptor 

Designated Sites 

Description Value (CIEEM) 

Meanwood Valley Local 
Nature Reserve (LNR) 

Habitats include ancient woodland, heath, meadow, flushes, mire, 
streams and ponds. Wildlife includes stone loach, bulhead, ferns, 
mosses and liverworts. 

Regional level 

Middleton Woods (LNR) The largest ancient woodland in West Yorkshire.  Regional level 

Breary Marsh (SSSI, LNR) Ancient carr woodland including bluebells, oak and rowan. National Level 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
(SSSI) 

One of the best examples of linear wetland habitat in the country. National Level 

Source: Value based on the IEEM guidance (2006) 

 

Table A2: Evaluation of significance 

 

Magnitude of Effect 

 

 

 

Low Importance 
Local/ZoI or Parish 

 

 

 

 

Medium Importance 
District/County 

 

 

 

 

High Importance 
Regional/National/ 
UK/International 

 

 

Substantial beneficial  Significant Significant Significant 

Moderate beneficial  Significant Significant Significant 

Minor beneficial  Not Significant Significant Significant 

Negligible  Not Significant  Not Significant  Not Significant  

Minor adverse Not Significant Significant Significant 

Moderate adverse Significant Significant Significant 

Substantial adverse Significant Significant Significant 

 

Table A3: Roosts found along the route during the external 2009 bat surveys 

Reference Species Size of Roost Type of Roost Evidence Found 

Building 4 
(27 – 29 
Headingley 
Lane) 

Unknown Unknown Unknown 
Droppings were found on the sandstone wall with 
numerous entry points to the rear of the property. It 
was not active at the time of the external bat surveys. 

Building 6a 

(40 Otley 
Road) 

Unknown Unknown 
Possible 
feeding roost 

Feeding remains were identified indicating a bat had 
accessed the roof void in the past. 

Trees 21 to 
29 
(Headingley 
Hill) 

Common 
pipistrelle 

Small 

“Overflow” 
roost part of 
maternity roost 
at Shire View. 

Swarming was recorded at the site but the survey 
was abandoned due to health and safety risks and 
could not be repeated. 

Adjacent to 
TR 32 – 34 
(Bainbrigge 
Road) 

Common 
pipistrelle 

Large Maternity 
Roost found in Headingley Castle which is adjacent 
to TR 32 – 34 on Bainbrigge Road. 

Building 6 
(6 Wood 
Lane) 

Common 
pipistrelle 

Small 
“Overflow” 
roost part of 
maternity roost 

Droppings were found at the front of the building 
under the window and bats were seen to emerge  



 

 

in the area. 

Structure 8 
(Leeds 
Bridge) 

Common 
pipistrelle 

Small 

Potential 
transient roost 

 

Heavy foraging activity by common pipistrelles under 
Leeds Bridge indicating a possible roost located in 
the bridge. 

 

Table A4: Bat tree climb and inspect results from 2012 survey 

Tree 
Number Features Further Action 

Tr 4 -9 
No features of interest. 

Negligible potential. 
No further action. 

Tr 10 – 13 
No features of interest.  

Negligible potential. 
No further action. 

14 
No features of interest.  

Negligible potential. 
No further action. 

15 - 19 

4 x Beech trees. 1 tree with features of interest climbed.  

All trees well maintained. Branches well occluded. No cavities. No bat 
potential.  

Negligible potential. 

No further action. 

20 
No features of interest – Covered in evening surveys.  

Negligible potential.  
No further action. 

Tr 47 – 48 
No features of interest.  

Negligible potential. 
No further action. 

Tr 52  

Group of trees within the Yorkshire Water land. No trees with potential 
features. Mixture of predominantly lime and sycamore. Mature / semi 
mature trees.  

Low potential. 

No further action. 

Tr 53 Ash tree not affected by works. Further from corner than shown.  No further action. 

Tr 54 
Beech – No features of interest.  

Negligible potential 
No further action. 

Tr 55 
Beech - No features of interest.  

Negligible potential 
No further action. 

Lawnswood 
School 

A mixture of ash, beech, oak and copper beech. No features were found 
with bat potential.  

Low potential. 

Trees with bat boxes were seen. These were checked and no signs of 
bats were found.  

Low potential. 

Check of bat boxes should 
they need to be removed by 
suitably qualified ecologist 

Bodington 
Park and 
Ride 

Line of mature oaks. Five trees were climbed. No signs of bats were 
found. Potential foraging habitat.  

Low potential. 

No further action. 

 



 

 

Table A5: Internal surveys of buildings and structures for bats, 2012 

Building Number Internal Inspection Survey results 

1  

Blenheim Walk / St Mark’s 
Road  

No internal inspection due to access issues with the renters of the building. Due to 
external bat surveys this does not require further surveys. 

2 

15 to 25 Headingley Lane 

Loft space of ground floor inspected but first floor loft space had no access. Roof space is 
very well lit and has no signs or potential for roosting bats. Outhouse with roof void and 
access via a grill to the front, void has the potential to provide a small roost. No evidence 
was found during the survey. 
Low potential 

3  

25b Headingley Lane 

No access was available into the roof space. No external evidence was evident. 

Low potential 

4  

27 to 29 Headingley Lane 

Loft space inspected with no signs or evidence of roosting bats. Access into the open 
area at the rear of the building was not possible therefore the rear of the building and the 
sandstone wall were not closely externally inspected. These will need to be surveyed for 
evidence closely, particularly the sandstone wall. 
Moderate potential 

4a  

located on Headingley office  
business park 

An internal inspection was conducted in 2009 and no features within the roofing space 
were found, the sandstones showed no evidence of droppings etc. in 2012. 

Low potential 

5 
Sandstone wall was inspected and found to have no features for roosting bats.  
No potential 

6 

 

6 Wood Lane 

Roof space was found to be fairly well lit with lots of cobwebs meaning it is unlikely to be 
used by roosting bats. Due to the height of the building there is the likelihood for entry 
points to not be visible from the external survey such as under the guttering. 

Moderate potential 

6a  

40 Otley Road 

Roof space was inspected with no signs of roosting bats visible. 
Low potential 

Leeds Grammar School  
Cottage 

The loft space had a large number of cobwebs and the slate roof tiles were directly on the 
rafters. The ceiling was insulated. There was some mortar lost between bricks but no 
evidence of bats such as droppings or feeding remains were seen within the loft space. 
Entry points were noted externally. 

Moderate potential. 

Leeds Grammar School 
Stable Block 

The loft space was open and free from drafts. There appeared to be no damp or water 
egress into the loft space. The floor of the roof void was covered in insulation. The 
underside of the slate roof tiles was also evident. The tiles were cemented in places but 
there was evidence of the mortar deteriorating in areas that could potentially provide 
access points. Other possible entry points are the ornamental chimney in the centre of 
the loft, the slatted windows at either end of the loft and potentially gaps at the eaves. 
The loft space had few cobwebs but had no evidence such as droppings, staining or 
dead bats to show that bats use the site. There was no sign that other species (such as 
pigeons) were using the loft. 

Moderate potential. 

 



Bat Conservation Trust

Common pipistrelle
Pipistrellus pipistrellus

Introduction
Pipistrelles are the commonest and most widespread of all British bat species. There are two 
very similar species, common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle. Pipistrelles are the bats that 
you are most likely to see. They appear fast and jerky in flight as they dodge about pursuing 
small insects which the bats catch and eat on the wing. A single pipistrelle can consume up to 
3,000 insects in one night! 

Vital statistics
Head & body length: 35mm - 45mm
Forearm length:  30mm - 35mm
Wingspan: 200mm-235mm
Weight:  3g - 8g
Colour:  Medium to dark brown. Face and around the eyes usually dark.

General
The two commonest pipistrelle species found in the UK, the 
common and soprano pipistrelle, were only identified as separate 
species in the 1990s. The two species look very similar and often 
the easiest way to tell them apart is from the frequency of their 
echolocation calls. 

Habitats
Common pipistrelles feed in a wide range of habitats comprising 
woodland, hedgerows, grassland, farmland, suburban and also 
urban areas. They generally emerge from their roost around 20 
minutes after sunset and fly 2-10m above ground level searching 
for their insect prey, which they catch and eat on the wing by 
‘aerial hawking’.
Summer roosts of both common and soprano pipistrelles are 
usually found in crevices around the outside of often newer 
buildings, such as behind hanging tiles, soffit and barge or eaves 
boarding, between roofing felt and roof tiles or in cavity walls. 
This species also roosts in tree holes and crevices, and also in 
bat boxes. Summer roosts support smaller colonies than soprano 
pipistrelles, with numbers averaging around 75 bats. Common 
pipistrelle maternity colonies are more likely to move between 
roost sites than those of soprano pipistrelles.
In winter common pipistrelles are found singly or in small 
numbers in crevices of buildings and trees, and also in bat boxes. 
They are often found in relatively exposed locations and rarely 
underground.

Diet
Feeds mainly on a wide range of small flies as well as the aquatic 
midges and mosquitos.

Reproduction & life cycle
During the summer, females form maternity colonies where they 
give birth to a single young in June or early July. For three or 
four weeks the young are fed solely on their mother’s milk. After 
about four weeks the young are able to fly and at six weeks they 
are able to forage for themselves.

General
Male bats usually roost singly or in small groups through the 
summer months. During the main mating period from July to 
early September, males defend individual territories as mating 
roosts, attracting females by making repeated ‘songflights’ 
around their roost and singing social calls. 

Echolocation
Sounds produced by common pipistrelles are above the range 
of human hearing with the exception of social calls that may be 
heard by children and some adults with good hearing. With a bat 
detector (heterodyne) the echolocation calls can be picked up 
between about 45 and 70kHz. 
The calls sound like a series of clicks towards the top of this 
range, turning into ‘wetter’ slaps with the deepest sounding slap 
being heard at about 45kHz, the peak intensity of the call. 

Distribution & conservation 
The common pipistrelle is widely 
distributed across the UK and its 
distribution appears to extend further 
north than that of soprano pipistrelle. 
Along with the common pipistrelle 
it is one of Britain’s commonest bat 
species.
Populations of pipistrelles have 
declined dramatically in the last 
few decades. This is at least partly 
as a result of modern agricultural 
practices, although common 

pipistrelle populations have started showing signs of recovery 
in recent years. Their reliance on buildings for roosting makes 
them vulnerable to building renovations, exclusion and toxic 
remedial timber treatment chemicals.

© Bat Conservation Trust 2010     Photograph: Hugh Clark     Distribution Map: Second Report by the United Kingdom under Article 17, JNCC (2008)
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