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Executive Summary 

This document reproduces relevant extracts from guidance relating to the age of data within highway models. 

 

DMRB [Design manual for Roads and Bridges] Vol 12 

 

2.10.2 Once the data required have been identified, the next priority must be to establish which, if any, of these 
already exists. Traffic data collection is expensive and time-consuming, especially in urban areas, and the 
collection of unnecessary data should be avoided. Maximum use should be made of suitable existing data, 
wherever possible, provided they are sufficiently up to date and their source is sufficiently well 
documented. Sub-Sections 2.2 and 11.4 of TAM give advice for cases where the original traffic data are more 
than 6 years old and comprehensive new data cannot he collected. This procedure is referred to as ‘present 
year validation’. 

 

B9.1 A present year validation should be presented when the model is based on data more than five to six years 
old, or when there is reason to believe that conditions have changed since the data were collected. The present 
year validation should demonstrate that the model can accurately reproduce the present year situation, given the 
changes that have taken place since the data were collected. It should cover the same topics as the base year 
validation. 

 

TAM [Traffic Appraisal Manual] 

2.2.31 Whatever model form is selected, the calibration of the base year should be validated and reported in a “Local Model 

Validation Report” before the representation of the base year is used as a basis for forecasting. (Where a model is based 

mainly on data more than about 6 years old then the validation should be carried out on a “forecast” of the present day). The 

validation should seek to demonstrate that the traffic model is suitable for the purpose for which it is needed. 

 

11.4.2  The validation report should contain the following elements:- 

i) network validation; 

ii) trip matrix validation; 

iii) validation of assigned link flows;  

and, where the model relies mainly upon observations more than about 6 years old, 

iv) present year validation. 

 


