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1. Summary 

Introduction 

1.1. This is the Proof of Evidence of Maxwell Simon Forni.  I am a practicing 

environmental consultant with over 20 years’ experience, currently employed 

by Mott MacDonald Ltd as a Principal Acoustic Engineer. I have held this role 

for about five years, and have worked with Mott MacDonald for 22 years. My 

technical specialist area is acoustics. I am jointly responsible for a team of 11 

staff. I have a B. Eng. (Hons) in Engineering Acoustics and Vibration from 

Southampton University. I am a Chartered Engineer and I am also a Member 

of the Institute of Acoustics (MIOA). 

Summary and Conclusions 

1.2. My Proof has covered technical aspects of noise and vibration impacts and 

effects associated with the construction and operation of the Leeds New 

Generation Transport (NGT) Scheme. 

1.3. My evidence has provided the following: 

 all relevant legislation, standards and guidelines which have informed the 

basis and methodology of the assessment; 

 a summary of predicted construction noise and vibration impacts and 

effects associated with the NGT Scheme. For ease of reference 

construction has been divided into a number of separate construction 

activities, such as those associated with construction of the route, stops, 

sub-stations, park and ride sites, NGT depot, temporary construction 

compounds, replacement sports pitches, structural works (such as 

bridges), traffic on the existing highway network and demolition; 

 a summary of operational noise and vibration effects. These have been 

subdivided into impacts and effects arising from segregated sections of 

the NGT i.e. new sections of road; sub-stations; park and ride facilities; 

depot activities and the replacement sports pitches; and 
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1.4. My overall conclusion is that there are significant effects associated with the 

NGT Scheme, although these are principally confined to operational noise. 

Furthermore, these significant effects reduce over time. 

1.5. Calculated construction noise levels for each of the operations identified 

represents a worst case for the sub-activities identified within each operation. 

For example, enabling works comprise site clearance, drainage and service 

ducts and service diversion activities. Thus noise levels reported for enabling 

works refer to the noisiest of those activities. It is intended that the Section 61 

process will ensure refinement of calculations and incorporation of mitigation 

identified in the CoCP for these activities such that noise levels will be 

managed to the satisfaction of the Local Authority. No post-mitigation 

significant noise and vibration effects are therefore anticipated as a result of 

construction activities, primarily due to the transient nature of any individual 

phase of construction works. It must be emphasised however, that transient 

events have the potential to cause disturbance or disruption and that adequate 

noise control is of paramount importance during construction. 

1.6. With respect to operational noise, in the short-term, based upon comparison of 

the do-minimum and do-something scenarios in the baseline year of the NGT 

Scheme (2020), slight or moderate beneficial effects are predicted for 327 

dwellings and 11 other sensitive receptors along the route and moderate or 

large beneficial effects are predicted for six dwellings and two other receptors. 

A large or very large beneficial effect is predicted at 154 dwellings. The 

beneficial effects are predicted in the vicinity of the University of Leeds on 

Woodhouse Lane between St. Mark's Road and Cavendish Road and off route 

areas where traffic flows are predicted to decrease due to implementation of 

the NGT route, or where existing through routes will be closed off due to the 

NGT Scheme.  These areas include Weetwood Lane between Otley Road and 

Moor Road due to road closure and St. Mark's Road with reductions of up to 5 

dB at properties adjacent to the road due to predicted decreases in traffic flow. 

1.7. Slight or moderate adverse effects are predicted for 2252 dwellings and 25 

other sensitive receptors along the route. Moderate or large adverse effects 

are anticipated for some 350 dwellings and three other sensitive receptors and 
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large or very large adverse effects are predicted for 83 dwellings and five 

other sensitive receptors. These are principally located adjacent to the 

segregated section at Headingley and at Back Churchill Gardens in Blenheim 

Walk where traffic flows are predicted to double. 

1.8. In the long-term, based upon comparison of the do minimum scenario in the 

baseline year and the do something scenario in the future assessment year 

(2035); 160 dwellings and two other receptors are predicted to have slight or 

moderate beneficial effects in the long-term. Some 496 dwellings and three 

other sensitive receptors are predicted to have slight or moderate adverse 

effects and 63 dwellings and five other sensitive receptors are predicted to 

have moderate or large adverse effects in the long-term. 

1.9. Impacts arising from sub-stations and NGT Depot will be controlled during the 

design phase such that there will be no significant effects. 

1.10. Impacts arising from park and ride operations will be neutral. 

1.11.  Impacts arising from new all-weather sports pitches will be either ‘slight or 

moderate’ at Lawnswood, or potentially significant  at Weetwood Hall, 

although the latter represents a potential intensification of existing noise 

events rather than as new noise source. 

1.12. All carriageways to be introduced under the NGT Scheme are expected to be 

constructed to a high standard and free from surface irregularities. Existing 

roads that are to be modified (for example widening) would also be resurfaced 

thereby improving the general condition of the carriageway. The NGT Scheme 

therefore, is unlikely to generate significant levels of vibration during operation 

and therefore I consider there will be no significant effects due to vibration or 

re-radiated noise resulting from vibration due to operation of the NGT.  

1.13. Low frequency noise from the vehicle exhausts may induce vibration (rattle) in 

light building elements such as windows i.e. airborne vibration. However, 

trolleybuses have electric propulsion systems and therefore airborne vibration 

impacts are not expected to arise from the NGT Scheme. 
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1.14. In my Proof, I have addressed the Secretary of State’s Statement of Matters, 

in whole or in part with respect to noise and vibration. 

1.15. A number of objections have been made to the draft TWAO submitted in 

respect of the NGT Scheme. In my Proof I have summarised and addressed 

those concerns and comments which have not been addressed in previous 

chapters of my Proof of Evidence.  

1.16. It is evident that for some of the segregated sections of the route, where the 

NGT Scheme is located away from existing roads, there will be increases in 

noise due to the introduction of the vehicles. While the relative tranquillity of 

these areas will be affected to a certain extent this does not run counter to 

National Planning Policy Framework which states that planning policy should 

recognise that development will often create some noise.  

1.17. The Noise Policy Statement for England clarifies that noise should not be 

considered in isolation of the wider benefits of a scheme or development, and 

that the intention is to minimise noise and noise effects as far as is reasonably 

practicable having regard to the underlying principles of sustainable 

development. 
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