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Introduction 

This note has been produced to record the site visit findings in respect of the play space and the servicing and access 

arrangements for Ford House School and Rose Court Nursery and the potential impacts of the NGT proposals to 

close the northern access to the site from Buckingham Road. 

These notes reflect discussions held on the 17
th

 December 2013 between NGT project team members and 

representatives of the nursery. Notes from the site visit were not made at the time, partly due to the informal nature 

of the meeting. 

Meeting Attendees 

Name Organisation Name Organisation 

Stuart Natkus Barton Willmore Andrew Norman Mott MacDonald 

Ann Pickering Head of Rose Court Jason Smith Mott MacDonald 

Ken Morton Property Trust Board Vanessa Allen Leeds City Council 

David Naylor GSAL Finance Director Andrew Wheeler Leeds City Council 

Lucy Dunglinson Ardent Nathan Huntley Leeds City Council 

 Rose Court Nursery Teacher Jacqui Elliot WYCA 

Mark Philpott Leeds City Council Martin Jackson Leeds City Council Structures Team 

Purpose of the Site Visit Meeting  

The site meeting was held to assess the impacts of the NGT scheme on the nursery’s outdoor space and to discuss 

potential mitigation measures with representatives from the nursery and school.  The site visit was held in order to 

assist the project team and designers in their understanding of the site and the operation of the nursery / school.  

Members of the Leeds City Council structures team also attended in order to assess the existing retaining wall. 

The meeting attendees first visited the hard standing / southern play space before proceeding through the nursery 

building to the northern play space.  A number of cones were laid out in the approximate position of the proposed 

retaining wall shown on the Design Freeze 7 P3 Technical Design plans (Core Document Reference A-05).  The impact 

of the proposed retaining wall on the northern play space was discussed as was the current operation of the 

northern and southern play spaces, the ventilation hood for the kitchen, potential shading to the northern main hall 

windows and the use of the lower-level service access around the dining hall. 

Servicing and Access to the Nursery and School  

The school / nursery have two vehicular accesses from Buckingham Road, a northern access and a southern access.  

The northern access provides access to an area of hard standing which includes two disabled parking spaces, and 

provides access to the school/nursery administration area understood to also be used for deliveries.  This hard 

standing area is also used as an overspill play space during the school day and is referred to in this note as the 

southern play space. 



The southern access from Buckingham Road provides access to the main school car park which is located to the 

south and east of the main school building. The NGT proposals do not affect this access into the site.  

It was stated by representatives of the nursery that the school and nursery are both serviced before the school / 

nursery day starts and after the school / nursery day concludes. The gates to both the northern and southern 

vehicular access points are locked during the day to ensure pupil safety.  As such, there is no servicing activity or 

deliveries via the northern or southern entrances whilst children are on site.  During the site visit it was observed 

that children play on the hard standing / southern play space during breaks and play sessions.   

NGT Proposal to Close the Northern Access from Buckingham Road  

Buckingham Road currently has a gradient of approximately 9%.  The NGT proposals to widen Headingley Lane 

require re-grading of Buckingham Road to provide a consistent gradient on the Buckingham Road approach to 

Headingley Lane.  The re-grading of Buckingham Road will raise the height of the carriageway at the northern vehicle 

entrance and therefore the northern access to the school / nursery site from Buckingham Road will need to be 

closed to vehicular traffic.  The NGT proposals maintain pedestrian access at this entrance through the provision of a 

suitable ramp. 

To mitigate the closure of the northern access to vehicles, a loading bay and two disabled parking spaces are 

proposed on Buckingham Road adjacent to this access to the school/ nursery. 

Impact of Closure on Site Operations and Play Space 

The closure of the northern access for vehicles provides an opportunity to dedicate the hard standing area / 

southern play space as a more formal play space for the use of the nursery.  This provides the opportunity to 

improve the quality of this hard standing area / southern play space by providing appropriate surfacing and fixed 

play equipment. 

Northern Play Space Area 

The NGT proposals require the retaining wall along Headingley Lane, adjacent to the Nursery, to be repositioned and 

this requires an area of the northern play space to be acquired.  

The site visit identified an existing low-level maintenance corridor around the dining hall which could provide an 

opportunity to provide for additional play space. This would be achieved by reducing the low-level maintenance area 

to a corridor 1.5m wide, and which would allow an additional 15m
2
 to be made available for the northern play space. 

Following the site visit further work was carried out to lessen the impact on the northern play space and the 

conclusions of this work is shown in Revision P4 of the Design Freeze 7 Technical Design Drawings (Core Document 

Reference A-11) and described in REB-1 OBJ/1608. 

Conclusions 

The NGT proposal to close the northern access into the site for vehicles has been mitigated through the provision of 

loading and disabled parking immediately outside the site on Buckingham Road.  Servicing and access for the nursery 

/ school will be maintained via the southern access.  As such, the requirement to close the northern access as a 

consequence of the NGT scheme is not considered to impact the operations of the school or nursery.  Additionally it 

is considered that the closure of the northern access to vehicles offers an opportunity to upgrade the hard standing / 

overspill play space into a higher quality play space.  

The NGT proposals require an area of the northern play space to be acquired.  Following the site visit the land to be 

acquired from the northern play space has been reduced following further design work.  In addition an area of 15m
2
 

was identified during the site visit, which is currently part of a maintenance passage around the dining hall, but 

which incorporated into the northern play space to maximise the remaining space available following the NGT 

works.  The revised proposals following this work are shown in Revision P4 of the Design Freeze 7 Technical Design 

Drawings (Core Document Reference A-11). 

 


