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Park and Ride Facilities in Leeds 

11 September 2014 
 

1.1. This note was produced following a discussion around Park & Ride in Leeds at the Public 
Inquiry on 2 September 2014. The note sets out: 

 Existing Park and Ride site provision in Leeds; and 

 Proposed Park and Ride provision in Leeds 

1.2. The potential for Holt Park to be used as an NGT Park and Ride site is covered in a separate 
note. 

2. Background 

2.1. The Core Strategy [Core Doc ref D-1-1] recognises Park and Ride as a transport infrastructure 
investment priority (Spatial Policy 11) in accordance with the objectives of West Yorkshire 
Local Transport Plan 3 [Core Doc ref D-6-11] and the Leeds City Region Transport Strategy 
(2009). 

2.2. The Core Strategy states that “Within the context of the WYLTP3, the Leeds City Region 
Transport Strategy1, and the Vision for Leeds, there is a need to secure the promotion and 
delivery of a fully integrated transport system for Leeds, which includes a high quality public 
transport system….. If the city is to grow as forecasts suggest is possible, ways need to be found 
of getting more people into the City Centre without adding to traffic congestion or the capacity 
problems of the rail network. This may include making better use of the city’s bus network, 
increasing rail capacity, providing Park and Ride sites, encouraging increased car occupancies 
and converting shorter distance car journeys to cycle and walking…..(T)he electrification of the 
Manchester-Leeds-York Trans-Pennine route, delivery of new suburban stations and the 
introduction of Park and Ride will further improve accessibility to the City Centre, including 
Holbeck Urban Village and the South Bank” (See also Policies SP11 and T1 from Core Strategy 
as well as paras 4.9.6, 4.9.9 and 4.9.10, emphasis added). 

2.3. The Leeds Unitary Development Plan Review 2006 (Core Doc ref D-2-9) also places emphasis on 
the importance of park and ride to the city transport strategy.  Policies SA2, SP4, & T1 generally 
support the provision of improved public transport facilities in Leeds.  Policies T16 and T17 
refer specifically to Park & Ride.  T16 sets out ‘Planning permission will be granted for park and 
ride facilities associated with railway stations, rapid transit systems and quality bus services, 
subject to evaluation against the following criteria…’, and goes on to list five key criteria.  Policy 
T17 lists seven locations within Leeds where land is allocated for Park & Ride, this includes the 
proposed NGT Park & Ride sites at Stourton North and Bodington. Policies T16/T17 from the 
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) [D-1-4] from part of the list of ‘saved’ policies to be carried 
forward under the LDF process. 

2.4. The strategic importance of Park and Ride sites is also set out in the WYLTP3 (Core Doc ref D-6-
11). The strategy includes several proposals that include Park and Ride elements:  

 Proposal 13 is for “a core, high-quality, financially sustainable network of transport services 
that will provide attractive alternatives to car travel.” This would include Park and Ride 
services as part of the Core Bus network.  

 Proposal 14 is for “Improve interchange and integration including the development of 
transport hubs.” This includes the development of bus Park and Ride sites and the expansion 
of the current rail Park and Ride network.  
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 Proposal 23 is for “Investment to support strategic economic objectives through delivery of 
the City Region Transport Strategy.” This includes the development of strategic Park and 
Ride sites.  

 Proposal 25 is for “Investment to support local economic objectives, Local Development 
Frameworks and Housing Growth Areas.” This involves increasing the bus and rail Park and 
Ride opportunities from outside the Outer Ring Road. 

2.5. Leeds City Council at its April 2012 Executive Board endorsed the continued development of an 
integrated park and ride strategy to meet the city’s future transport demands.  

2.6. The development of the Park and Ride strategy will occur in several stages including the sites 
associated with the NGT scheme and car park extensions by WYCA and rail operators at rail 
stations. Since the strategy report was endorsed, WYCA and Leeds City Council have delivered 
the Elland Road Park and Ride scheme. 

2.7. It is recognised that some motorists choose to Park and Ride informally at various locations to 
make their journey into Leeds, but these are not covered by this note. 

3. Existing Park and Ride site provision in Leeds 

3.1. There are currently two formal bus Park and Ride sites in Leeds;  

 King Lane; and  

 Elland Road 

3.2. Table 1 provides details on the existing Park & Ride facilities for each of these sites.   

3.3. There are also proposals for bus Park and Ride sites at the other locations; each of which are at 
different levels of development (see Table 2).  

3.4. Figure 1 shows the location of the current bus Park and Ride sites and the proposed Park and 
Ride sites in development. 

Figure 1: Leeds Bus Park and Ride Location Plan 

 

3.5. In addition, there are rail based Park and Ride sites at the following locations in Leeds (see 
Table 1); 

 Bramley, 

 Burley Park, 

 Cross Gates, 

Existing P&R 
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 Garforth, 

 Guiseley, 

 Headingley, 

 Horsforth,  

 Micklefield, 

 Morley, 

 New Pudsey; and 

 Woodlesford 

3.6. There are also proposals for further rail Park and Ride sites at other locations; each of which is 
at different levels of development (see Table 2).  
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Table 1: Existing Park & Ride Sites 

BUS 

P&R Site No. of 
Spaces 

Status Facilities Opened Usage Services Service provision 

King Lane 157 Operated by FG 
on a 
commercial 
basis as a 
stopping point 
for regular 
scheduled bus 
routes. 

Cycle 
lockers; 
lighting; 
CCTV  

1998 Typically around 60 
cars per day (some 
by non-P&R users) 

Conventional 
bus services 
X7, 7, 7A call 
at the site 

Hours of operation: 

before 6am to after 
11pm. 

JT to Leeds average 37 
minutes (range 18-45 
minutes) 8am-9am, 
typically 8-10/hour. 
Free to park, pay to 
ride. 

Elland 
Road 

800 Operated by FG 
on a 
commercial 
basis  

Staffed / 
ticket sales / 
information; 
covered 
cycle racks; 
lighting; 
CCTV 

June 
2014 

The site has just 
opened and demand 
is still building up 
over the summer 
holidays, so there is 
no reliable data as to 
its long term useage. 
Latest count 118 cars 
per day  

PR1 - 
dedicated 
express 
service 

Hours of operation: 

Mon-Sat (exc. Sat. 
match days) 7am to 
7pm with use of other 
services until 9.15pm 
when car park closes).  

JT to Leeds 10 minutes 
every 10 minutes. Free 
to park, pay to ride. 
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RAIL 

P&R Site No. of Spaces Status Opened Usage Services 

Bramley 18 Operational Station reopened in 1983 along 
with car park 

Typically full every weekday Calder Valley services 

Burley 
Park 

3 Operational Station opened in 1988 along 
with car park 

Typically full every weekday Harrogate services 

Cross Gates 15 Operational Station opened in 1834, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

Typically full every weekday York & Selby services 

Garforth 271 Operational, car 
park extended 2001 

Station opened in 1834, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

Typically full every weekday York & Selby services 

Guiseley 93  

(additional 145 at 
Netherfield Rd 

Operational Station opened in 1865, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

(Netherfield Rd opened 2009) 

Typically full every weekday 
(No data for Netherfield Road, 
but is well used) 

Wharfedale services 

Headingley 6 Operational Station opened in 1849, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

Typically full every weekday Harrogate services 

Horsforth 76 Operational, car 
park extended 2002  

Station opened in 1849, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

Typically full every weekday Harrogate services 

 Micklefield 57 Car park extended 
1998/9  

Station opened in 1834, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

End of morning peak around 
10 spaces available  

Airedale services 

 Morley 25 Operational, minor 
car park extension 
March 2013  

Station opened during 1950’s, 
no date available for when car 
parking  was provided 

Typically full every weekday York & Selby services 
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New Pudsey 452 Operational, car 
park extended 
2013/14 

Station opened in 1967, 
2013/14 extension completed 
February 2014 

Over 300 spaces occupied, 
spaces are available to 
accommodate future growth  

Huddersfield services 

Woodlesford 50 Operational Station opened in 1840, no date 
available for when car parking 
was provided 

Typically full every weekday Calder Valley services 

Table 2: Proposed Park & Ride Sites 

 

P&R Site No. of Spaces Status Opening Year 

BUS 

A63 Aire Valley 1,000 In Development as part of WYTF  Proposed late 2015 

NGT 

A61 / M621 Stourton 1,700 (potential to increase to 2,300) In Development – part of LTVS TWAO Proposed - 2020 

A660 Bodington 850 In Development – part of LTVS TWAO Proposed - 2020 

OTHER 

A64 Grimes Dyke Currently not specified 
Identified in Core Strategy (Map 9)  
[Core Document Reference D-1-1]  

N/A 

A61 Harrogate Road Circa 550 
Identified in Core Strategy (Map 9) 
[Core Document Reference D-1-1] 

N/A 

A653 Tingley Currently not specified 
Identified in UDP saved policy T17 
[Core Document Reference D-1-4] 

N/A 

M62/A62 Gildersome Currently not specified 
Identified in UDP saved policy T17 
[Core Document Reference D-1-4] 

N/A 

RAIL 

Kirkstall Forge 120 In Development Planned to open August 2015 

East Leeds Parkway 500-750 In Development as part of WYTF Proposed - 2017 


