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Potential for Park and Ride at the Holt Park car park 

11 September 2014 
 

1. Background 

1.1. Provision of Park and Ride is a key part of the full package of measures to be delivered as part of the 
NGT scheme. On the North Route, Park and Ride is provided at Bodington near the A6120 Outer Ring 
Road. However, concerns have been expressed about the potential for the Holt Park district centre 
car park, located to the north of Bodington, becoming an informal Park and Ride location, and as a 
consequence that problems may be caused with the car park being at capacity and with an overspill 
effect on surrounding streets.  

1.2. This note addresses the following questions: 

 Is the existing Holt Park car park close to capacity? 

 What is the existing park and ride activity at Holt Park? 

 How likely is it that motorists will be attracted to park and ride at Holt Park with NGT? 

2. Context 

2.1. The Holt Park district centre is located in the area of North Leeds in the vicinity of Cookridge and 
Adel. It is situated in a suburban residential area and has an Asda as the current ‘anchor’ for the retail 
offer. There are a number of other smaller retail businesses as well as Holt Park Active (a new 
wellbeing and leisure centre) and Ralph Thoresby High School. Furthermore, there is a day nursery 
(Kids Academy), NHS Health Centre (next to Asda) and Highfield (doctors’) surgery.  

2.2. A description and context of Holt Park is given in the Urban Design and Access Statement Volume 3 
[B-12]. The Holt Park (Draft) Planning Statement [D-6-16] sets out a number of potential longer term 
redevelopment scenarios for the district centre.  

2.3. The car park serving the district centre is owned by Leeds City Council, is free to use and, by 
agreement with Asda, is the main car park for the supermarket. There are no time restrictions to 
limit maximum stay or any entry/exit restrictions. 

2.4. Holt Park district centre is the terminus for several bus routes. As well as providing local connections, 
Route 1 provides a direct link to Leeds City Centre via Holt Road/Holt Lane and Otley Road and Route 
6 serves Cookridge and Tinshill before also heading into the city centre via Otley Old Road and Otley 
Road. 

3. Existing Car Park Utilisation 

3.1. A summary of surveys undertaken during 2013 on the Holt Park car park are summarised in Table 1. 
There are currently 281 spaces in the car park including 16 Blue Badge spaces and 17 family spaces. 
Other than the expected peak immediately before Christmas, the surveys suggest that there are 
typically about 90 spare parking spaces at the busiest time of day, i.e. it is about one-third empty. 
However, it can appear to be busier than this due to the internal circulation of the car park and the 
entrance to the shopping centre, which tends to concentrate parking at the south-western corner. 
The busiest time of day is between 11am and midday during the week and over lunchtime on 
Saturdays. On the Monday before Christmas Eve, the survey showed that the car park was full, but 
there was no noticeable increase in parking in surrounding streets suggesting that the demand could 
all be accommodated within the car park.  
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3.2. There is a perception that the car park is often fairly full and this seems to be in part due to the 
layout of the car park, which was set out before the adjacent road link, Holt Crescent, was built and 
was therefore designed to reduce rat-running through the car park.  

3.3. The survey results in Table 1 shows that the perception that the car park is full is not borne out in 
reality. 

Table 1 Existing Car Park Occupancy Surveys 

Survey  Peak 
Occupancy 

Spare 
Spaces 

Saturday 27/04/13 0700-1900 (by LCC for NGT) 194 at 14:00 87 

Thursday 02/05/13 0700-1900 (by LCC for NGT) 168 at 11:00 113 

Thursday 24/10/13 0700-2300 (by Asda)  188 at 11:00 93 

Friday 24/10/13 0700-2300 (by Asda)  193 at 12:15 88 

Saturday 25/10/13 0700-2200 (by Asda)  183 at 13:45 98 

Saturday 21/12/13 1215-1415 (by NGT)  218 at 12:45 63 

Monday 23/12/13 1130-1300 (by NGT)  268 at 12:00 13 

3.4. Concerns have also been expressed that Park and Ride is currently contributing to the car park being 
too full at present. Two surveys have been conducted to establish what level of Park and Ride exists. 
The results are shown below in Table 2.  

3.5. The surveys in Table 2 indicate a very low level of car parking demand arising from Park and Ride, 
suggesting there is no current issue at Holt Park with regards to Park and Ride. Whilst the afternoon 
period has not been surveyed, experience from other Park and Rides (for example in York) shows 
that car park demand peaks in the early morning as the number of departures start to outweigh the 
number of arrivals. Therefore, surveying the morning period provides a sound basis for this review. 

Table 2 Existing Park and Ride Activity 

Survey  Peak Occupancy 

Tuesday 05/06/07 0700-
0900 ‘person following’ mini-
survey (by LCC Traffic team)  

Out of 256 cars entering the car park and parking, 2 cars had 
occupants which were observed to get on a bus. In the same period, 
97 people were observed at the bus stops (including the occupants of 
the 2 parked cars). 

Thursday 09/01/14 0700-
1230 interview survey (by 
Metro for NGT)   

330 responses indicated a total of 6 cars parked in the car park for 
park and ride  

4. Likely Attractiveness of Holt Park as a Park and Ride with NGT 

4.1. This section looks at the main factors which a driver may take into account in deciding whether to 
park at Holt Park district centre, to help consider how likely they are to do it in preference to going to 
Bodington Park and Ride. Table 3 lists the key factors likely to affect drivers’ choice, including: 

 Location - Situated adjacent to the Leeds Outer Ring Road and the key radial route the A660, the 
formal Bodington Park and Ride is in a much more convenient location for the majority of car 
users travelling from areas north of the city and the Outer Ring Road, relative to the Holt Park 
car park;  

 Journey Times - The frequency of NGT from Bodington Park and Ride is double that from Holt 
Park, which halves the wait time, although even if this advantage is eliminated, it is still quicker 
to go from Bodington regardless of the trip origin; and 

 Facilities - The P&R facilities (including security) at the Bodington Park and Ride will be 
significantly better than those provided at Holt Park. 
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Table 3 Relative Attractiveness of Using Bodington versus Holt Park 

Factor Bodington Park and Ride Holt Park 

Parking 
availability 

Up to 850 spaces available and dedicated 
for Park and Rid use 

No dedicated park and ride spaces, but 267 
space shared car park.  

NGT Travel 
time  
[C-1-13] 

AM Peak Bodington to Leeds City Square = 
19.6 mins  
PM Peak Bodington from Leeds City Square 
= 22.1 mins 

AM Peak Holt Park to Leeds City Square = 
25.7 mins 
PM Peak Holt Park from Leeds City Square = 
28 mins 

NGT 
Frequency 

10 NGT / hour, or 11 NGT/hour in AM peak 5 NGT / hour 

Bus 
Frequency 
(with NGT) 

N/A 3 bph for route 1 
3 bph for route 6 

Payment Free to park, pay to travel on NGT Free to park, pay to travel on bus or NGT  

Amenities Secure parking with CCTV.  
Readily accessible off main road network.  
Covered Cycle Stands/lockers 

Other local shops close to the car park 
Not as accessible from main road network.  
 ‘Passive surveillance’ security only. 

Accessibility 
and legibility 

44 disabled and 48 family spaces. Better 
‘walk’ route between these spaces and the 
NGT stop. Direction signs to Park and Ride. 
Dedicated pick-up / drop-off spaces. 

31 spaces for disabled and family use.  
Car park not signed from main road. 
 

5. Summary and Conclusions 

5.1. It is recognised that a small number of car parking spaces at Holt Park car park are currently used for 
park and ride. However, the car park currently is typically around one third empty and therefore the 
current usage of the site for park and ride is not a significant issue. 

5.2. Once NGT is constructed, for a small number of travellers it is recognised that Holt Park car park may 
be a more attractive car park than Bodington Park and Ride. However, this number is expected to be 
extremely low when compared to the usage of the Bodington P&R site for the reasons set out above.  

5.3. If the Holt Park car park were to become more well used as Park and Ride site once NGT is in 
operation, it is noted that there is some capacity for an increase in parking demand of up to 40% 
without requiring any overspill parking in the car park. However, if problems do arise at the Holt Park 
car park as a result of Park and Ride, after appropriate consultation the following measures could be 
introduced by the Promoters, all of these measures could be delivered through the provisions 
granted under the LTVS Order: 

 Enforcement to prevent obstructions caused by parked vehicles; 

 Restrictions to the terms of usage of the car park; and 

 Introduction of parking restrictions on adjacent streets.  

 


