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Introduction 

This note has been prepared in response to a query raised by the Inspector during the public inquiry, 
regarding the Dales Way long distance footpath. 

The note makes reference to information from the official Dales Way Association website 
(http://www.dalesway.org/). The Dales Way Association was established in 1991 to help support, maintain 
and promote the Dales Way Long Distance path. 

The Dales Way 

The Dales Way is a long distance footpath of about 80 miles from Ilkley in West Yorkshire to Bowness-on-
Windermere in Cumbria (The Dales Way Association). Although the main route starts in Ilkley, there are 
three alternative ‘link routes’ that extend the walk from Ilkley to Leeds, Bradford and Harrogate. However, it 
is not a recognised National Trail. A map of the Dales Way and the three link routes is provided below. 

Figure 1: Dales Way: Overview of the route 

 

 

The Leeds Link route commences at Woodhouse Moor, off Woodhouse Lane, and proceeds north-west along 
Raglan Road, using this and other adopted roads, to reach public footpaths on Woodhouse Ridge at the 
northern end of Delph Lane.  From here the route follows recorded public rights of way, permissive paths 
and parts of the adopted highway network all the way to Ilkley where it picks up the main route.  

http://www.dalesway.org/
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It is a signed route on highway in the vicinity of Woodhouse Moor and is highlighted in the Ordinance Survey 
Explorer Map 289 (1:25,000) but does not appear on the Definitive Rights of Way Map held by Leeds City 
Council. 

Proposals  

The landscape proposals for this area are shown on drawing; M4931-123_P05 in Design Statement Volume II 
(Doc Ref A-12) and in the Urban Design and Access Statement Volume 3 (Doc Ref B-12). Figure 2 illustrates 
the alignment of the Dales Way ‘link route’ (with blue arrows) in the vicinity of Woodhouse Moor, overlaid 
against the proposal landscape treatment with NGT. 

Figure 2: Dales Way ‘link route’ and NGT in Woodhouse Moor 

 

Construction Phase 

During NGT construction, the Marsden Monument would be separated from the NGT construction site by 
hoarding. It would remain accessible to the public throughout the works, as would the route (Dales Way 
Leeds Link) north along Raglan Road. The construction works at the junction of Raglan Road with Woodhouse 
Lane along with construction access will require the temporary relocation of bus stops and localised 
pedestrian diversions around the construction area.  

The construction process would be managed through the Construction Code of Practice (A-08g-2) which 
includes a requirement for a Liaison Manager who will compile a ‘Community Engagement Plan’ detailing the 
measures that will be undertaken to minimise the disruption to the local areas and amenities. The Liaison 
Manager will attend local residents and stakeholder group meetings to help keep people updated on 
progress and future works.  

Permanent Case 

As outlined in the Proof of Evidence for Mr Walker, the NGT proposals in this location include an enhanced 
hard paving scheme in natural stone including a new setting to the Marsden Monument and paved 
connection to Raglan Road. A soft works scheme directly surrounding the Marsden Monument, along with 
tree planting and a new surface of amenity grass, aim to increase the amenity value of Monument Moor 
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which currently has expansive areas of hard standing and is sometimes used as temporary car parking. 
Changes to the junction of Raglan Road and Woodhouse Lane will seek to increase safety for pedestrians 
through the improvements to pedestrian crossing facilities and a large area of public space surrounding the 
location of the Woodhouse NGT stop. The proposed off highway section of the NGT route runs across the 
south-western edge of Monument Moor, adjacent to Woodhouse Lane. 

Connections to this part of Woodhouse Moor including to the starting point of the Dales Way, will be 
increased by improved footpath surfacing, cycle routes, the addition of the Woodhouse Lane NGT stop, as 
well as the proposed relocation of existing bus stops. The Urban Design and Access Statement Volume 3, sets 
out further opportunities for enhancement in this location. 

A potential location for an interpretation board is shown on drawing; M4931-123_P05 in Design Statement 
Volume II (Doc Ref A-12). This could be used to mark the start of both the Dale Ways, and the Meanwood 
Valley trail (a way-marked 7 mile footpath also commencing at the Marsden Monument). This would further 
enhance the setting and value of the starting point of both trails. 
The NGT proposals do not stop-up, divert, or in any way hinder access along the Dales Way Leeds Link.  


