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This note provides a response to the issues highlighted in Mr McKinnon’s additional letters 
submitted to the Inquiry on the 26th and 28th October 2014.  APP-212 responded to the 
issues raised in Mr McKinnon’s submission dated 23rd October 2014. 

 

In his letter of the 26th October 2014 Mr McKinnon sets out that there has been a ‘material 
change’ with regard to open space provision in Hyde Park and Woodhouse Ward.  This is 
not accepted by the Promoters for the following reasons: 

1. The Promoters confirm that Cliff Mount Fields (OSSRA & Site Allocations ref 941) 
was transferred to City of Leeds School on the 1st August 2014 as part of the school 
becoming an Academy.  These fields have long been the playing fields for the 
school, with unrestricted public access. 

a. As per the requirements of the 1972 Local Government Act, the Council 
advertised the disposal of the public open space in the Yorkshire Post on the 
22nd and 29th March 2014 

b. No responses were received in regard to the disposal 
c. The Promoters understand that it is the intention of the Academy to fence off 

the playing fields  
d. LCC Planning Officers have confirmed that fencing off of the fields would 

result in them no longer being considered as Parks and Gardens, and likely to 
be reclassified as Outdoor Sport provision  
 

2. Mr McKinnon is incorrect that a loss of public access at Cliff Mount Fields (and 
hence change from Parks & Gardens status) would result in a deficit of Parks & 
Gardens provision in the Hyde Park & Woodhouse Ward. 

a. Section 5.9 of the Site Allocations Inner Greenspace Background paper 
(Appendix 1 of APP-212) shows a total Parks and Gardens area of 28.652ha 
in the Ward resulting in a quantity per 1000 people of 1.105 ha 
(28.652/25.914 [2011 census population]) 

b. Removing 1.312 hectares associated with Cliff Mount Fields from the Ward 
total would result in an area of 27.34ha, which when divided by the 2011 
Ward population results in a quantity per 1000 people of 1.06ha.  This 
exceeds the 1ha standard set out in the Site Allocations process 
 

3. It should further be noted that the NGT scheme does not have any impact on Cliff 
Mount Fields or result in a loss of any ‘Parks & Gardens’ defined greenspace in the 
Ward (the areas of Monument Moor, Cinder Moor and Low Moor are ‘Amenity 
greenspace as set out in APP-212). 
 



In his letter of the 28th October 2014 Mr McKinnon claims that areas of greenspace in the 
Inner North West management area of Leeds have been wrongly assessed by Leeds City 
Council in its 2011 Open Space, Sport & Recreation Assessment and 2013 Site Allocations 
Issues and Options published documents.  There is no claim from Mr McKinnon that the 
NGT Promoters have referenced anything other than the most recent published open space 
data from the Site Allocations Issues and Options document which went through a public 
consultation process from the 3rd June to 29th July 2013.   
 
The open space areas referred to in the OSSRA and Site Allocations Plan have been 
assessed by trained planning officers at Leeds City Council as part of the OSSRA process, 
and reviewed again for the Site Allocations work.  They are the appropriate and correct 
documents to inform the ‘baseline’ conditions as set out in Section 3 of the Open Space 
Technical appendix (B-5). 
 

It is noted that Mr McKinnon has not included the addition of the proposed new public open 
space at Headingley Hill in his calculations which, subject to LCC assessment, are likely to 
be classified as either Parks and Gardens or Amenity greenspace of approx 0.5ha. 

 

Conclusions 

The baseline assessment of open space as set out in the Open Space Technical Appendix 
(B-5) was correct at the time of submission in January 2014.  Since that time there has 
been a transfer of ownership of greenspace in the Hyde Park and Woodhouse Ward, 
however this area is unaffected by NGT and results in no change to the ‘surplus’ of both 
Amenity greenspace and Parks and Gardens greenspace in the Ward.   

 

The Promoters have used the most up-to-date assessment of greenspace areas and 
typologies available together with 2011 census population data.  While not relied upon by 
the Promoters in their assessment of impact on open space, the claims by Mr McKinnon 
that the Hyde Park and Woodhouse Ward is deficient in Amenity greenspace and that the 
Inner North West management area is deficit in Parks and Gardens are not accepted for 
the reasons set out above. 

 

The Open Space Technical Appendix of the ES (B-5) is therefore considered to be correct, 
up-to-date and fit for purpose. 

 

The Promoters position on greenspace as set out by Mr Flesher at para 5.6 of APP-11-2 is 
that: 

 The NGT installation will not have a detrimental effect on the recreation value of any 
green space affected. 

 The proposed mitigation will mean that Woodhouse Moor and Belle Isle Circus would 
attain the LQP standard, along with the 2 new areas of green space proposed at 
Headingley Hill and Stourton Park and Ride. 

 For the remaining green space assessed, the proposed mitigation would enable 5 
sites to improve against the LQP standard, and for the remaining site there would be 
no change.  



 
Mr Speak in his Evidence goes on to conclude at para 8.16 (APP-8-2) 

Overall, whilst there is some harm to open space, the evidence of Mr Flesher is that 
impacts are limited and substantially off-set by the proposed mitigation measures 
which bring a number to benefits. Taken together with the compliance with the 
strategic designation of the route in the development plan, whilst this harm must be 
recognised and mitigated, it is concluded that such harm should carry little weight in 
the overall planning balance. 

 


