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Edinburgh Tram System 

1 Phil Ward commented on the tram system that has been established in Edinburgh when 

presenting his evidence in chief.  He stated that the strategy taken in Edinburgh was to fix to 

buildings and gave the opinion that ‘it is evident how versatile these have been’. He also confirmed 

that there are poles along the ‘central reservation’ of Princes Street, but in his opinion this had the 

effect of ‘improving the townscape’ and ‘gives a regular march and order to the street’. 

2 I know Edinburgh well. I undertook my undergraduate degree at Heriot Watt University in 

Edinburgh and gained experience working for the planning department at the City of Edinburgh 

Council.  I regularly visit Edinburgh and therefore have an appreciation of the impact of the tram 

proposals, having spent time in the City before the tram works were commenced, during the long 

and protracted construction phase and following the completion of the system (albeit a shorter 

route than was originally envisaged).    

3 A mix of approaches has been applied in Edinburgh and a range of infrastructure is evident 

including the use of building fixings, erection of poles to support Overhead Line Equipment (OLE), 

together with associated tram stops, shelters and lighting columns.   

4 The principle of the new tram system was established through the Parliamentary Act, Edinburgh 

Tram (Line One) Act 2006. The Act introduced a prior approval process whereby proposals for 

works associated with the system (i.e. erection of tram stops, overhead line equipment, lighting 

columns, CCTV and poles etc) would be submitted to City of Edinburgh Council for ‘prior 

approval’, but could only be refused or conditions imposed on an approval if an alternative 

alignment within the limits of deviation was not available, or if the design was reasonably capable 

of modification. 

5 The following images illustrate some of the visual effects of the tram system on the City.  
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Figure 1 – View from Shandwick Place to Princes Street 

 

Figure 2 – View along Princes Street looking North East 
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Figure 3 – View along Princes Street looking South West 

 

   

Figures 4 & 5 – OLE and Lighting Columns along Princes Street 
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6 Figures 2 to 5 are taken from or adjacent to Princes Street.  These show a range of infrastructure 

including OLE, lighting columns, dual purpose lighting columns that also support OLE and single 

purpose columns to support OLE, the combination of which creates an intrusive and cluttered 

effect along the route.  This is most evident in Figure 2, which also illustrates the number of 

columns needed to support the system.    

 

Figure 6 – Wirescape along Shandwick Place 

 

Figure 7 – Wirescape along Shandwick Place 
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. Figure 8 – Wirescape along Shandwick Place 

 

 

Figure 9 – Wirescape along Shandwick Place 
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7 Figures 6 to 9 illustrate the impact of OLE and the resultant wirescape.  This is particularly 

prominent in Figure 6.  It is important to note that additional wires would be needed to support a 

trolleybus scheme and this would result in greater visual impact than that experienced in 

Edinburgh. 
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