
I have tried hard to think about this scheme positively and failed. 

 

I have many different objections to it. 

 

1.  

It is going to permanently change the nature of a lovely part of Leeds in order to achieve a 

goal that is not supported by local residents.  

It is claimed that the traffic congestion along the proposed NGT route is so bad that 

something has to be done about it and that the proposed NGT scheme is the only thing that 

can be done about it. 

Whilst there obviously are congestion problems along this route at certain times of the day, it 

seems to me to be scandalous to suggest that the only thing that can be done about it is to 

plough a heavily engineered new/widened road  through an area which (parts of it a least) 

should really have conservation status.  The current environment has so much to recommend 

it and is dearly loved by local residents. People frustrated by the slowness of traffic at certain 

times of day......as most of the time THERE IS NO TRAFFIC CONGESTION.....do not  tend 

to live in the area and simply wish to see traffic moving faster.  They are not concerned with 

the environmental impact of this (mature trees being cut down...old stone walls..overhead 

wires etc) as it is not their neighbourhood.  Traffic through Ilkley is diabolical...but it is a 

beautiful small town and no one would ever accept ploughing a new road through the middle 

of it. 

Local people would like to see a reduction in traffic too...but not faster moving traffic. The 

obvious solution would be to introduce a congestion charge at certain times of day and put 

money into improving the existing bus services; making them greener and more efficient. A 

cycle route would also have a fantastic effect on the environment. All of these things would 

stop people using their cars without any damage to the environment....the scandalous 

destruction of MANY tress that are hundreds of years old etc 

AND yet we are told that all of the above is simple a non starter. The only thing we can 

have.....and therefore we should accept ....is this ugly trolly bus scheme. 

 

2.  

Will the trolley bus scheme actually solve the congestion problems..or could they become 

even worse? 

    This is a really serious worry......all this destruction ...permanently changing the nature 

of  an historic parts of Leeds  (the A660 corridor north of the city)....with no reduction of 

traffic congestion.  

  The trolley bus stops are not convenient for local residents living along the route.....who will 

still prefer to use the 'local' stops provided by existing buses...or still prefer to use their cars. 

Existing buses will not have bus lanes........and will share the route with cars.....so probably 

there will still be a great deal of congestion at certain times of the day. There is a 

considerable amount of parking space in Leeds city centre and at the moment many people 

use cars to go into Leeds because the parking is cheaper than the bus fares. Will the trolley 

bus be cheap? I don't think so.  

If the trolley bus does reduce the number of cars initially....I imagine car users will think 

....super ......easy to go by car now....so more car users again...can't actually see how this is 

going to work. We may just have lots of congestion AND the ugly trolley bus:  what a 

nightmare. Leeds Metro actually accept that congestion will increase and further that the 

efficiency of the number 1 and number 6 buses (currently excellent) will be halved. 

 

3  



Why this route? 

In Leeds there are many 'corridors' that have very bad congestion at certain times of the day. 

The Meanwood Rd (awful) the Kirkstall valley road ..the York rd...Harrogate road.  Some of 

these routes currently would be much more suited to a trolley bus scheme ( as the wider roads 

already exist.).. Mos t of the money for the proposed NGT scheme will be spent on road 

building....only 20 new trolley buses will be provided. 

.It seems that the proposed route is the one that would cause the most destruction and perhaps 

cost the most to build.   

 I feel very strongly that inner city environments should be protected and developed to make 

them better places to live.  The agenda of this current scheme pretends to be one that wants to 

improve these environments ( eg improve the congestion in Headingley!) but all the evidence 

points to the fact that the environments will be downgraded. Wider and new roads just attract 

more road users.  Where has it ever been different? If the aim is to have less traffic then 

charge people for driving their cars into the city centre. It worked in London. Don't see any 

trolley buses there! (and I believe they have been dropped by many cities in Europe that have 

tried out similar schemes) 

 

4. 

 FINALLY........the process of consultation  We have not been consulted about anything...we 

have just been presented with a scheme and told we are allowed to suggest ways of tinkering 

with it...but no more.  Local councillors etc never answer the criticisms made about the NGT 

scheme. they have one response. It is the only solution. Clearly it isn't....and of many 

different solutions it is clearly the worst.  I do not live in the South of Leeds but I am lead to 

believe that residents there are unhappy as well.......so residents along the entire route are 

unhappy. Very unhappy. 

We have a situation where this NGT scheme will be partly funded from central government 

and partly from Leeds council tax revenue....so paid for by people living in Leeds who 

don't  actually want it. Another last point....all this money......how will it improve transport in 

other parts of Leeds?...going east to west for example, which is a nightmare. Currently to get 

from one part of Leeds to another you often need to go into the city centre and back out 

again. 

 

Leeds does desperately need investment in transport but please, please spend this  money on 

some other transport initiative. A better one. 

 

 

Nicky Ford 

 

29 Broomfield rd 

Leeds  

LS6 3DE 

 

I am re submitting the points that I made earlier about this scheme. I have very little 
to add apart from to reiterate that all the evidence I can find seems to support the 
view that  the environmental damage caused by the proposed scheme would not 
result in reduced congestion at peak times of travel on this route.  This seems to be 
a  view acknowledged by Leeds metro. As such , it is really hard to understand why 
the proposals have not been immediately ditched. 
 



I would also like to request that my views on this subject be represented at the 
forthcoming public enquiry by the  A660 Joint council , who have offered to speak on 
my behalf.  It is my belief that this council has an unanswerable body of evidence to 
support opposition to the proposed NGT scheme in Leeds. 
 
Please inform me if there is any other action  I now need to take to register my 
objections for this hearing. 
 
 
 
Nicola ford 
 


