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THE LEEDS TROLLEY VEHICLE SYSTEM ORDER 
 

 

THE YORKSHIRE CONGREGATIONAL UNION (INC) 

  
as Trustees for 

 
HEADINGLEY ST COLUMBA UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 
 

NOTICES OF TEMPORARY USE AND COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF SITES 10047, 
10049, 10050 AND 10051 

 
 
 

PROOF OF EVIDENCE 
 
 

 

1. Representatives of Headingley St Columba United Reformed Church (“the Church” 

and the Yorkshire Congregational Union have met with representatives of the 

Promoters of NGT (NGT) to discuss the matters of concern raised in our Statement 

of Case. 

 

2. Our concerns in the Statement of Case are broadly about the way in which the 

carrying out of the works will impact on the life of the Church and its ability to 

continue its witness and outreach as well as on its service to those in the community 

that use the premises. 

 

3. We await a written response from NGT whose representatives tried to assure that the 

concerns we had raised would be addressed and the impact significantly less than 

had been feared.  Until such a response has been received and we are able to 

consider it, it is important for us to make clear that our concerns remain as set out in 

the Statement of Case. 

 

4. We have also had a meeting with the neighbouring land owner, Headingley Land 

Developments  (HLD), and note their separate proposal for the development of 

residential accommodation on their site.   

 

5. The proposed route of the new roadway and thus the land subject to compulsory 

purchase includes land currently used by the Church for parking.  It is not clear to us 
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in whose ownership this land will lie once the works are completed as NGT advised 

us that the compulsory purchase might not arise. 

  

6. It seems evident that the land comprising the current car park will simply be required 

for maintenance access once the works are completed.  

 

7. What is important to the Church in terms of being able to accommodate the users of 

the building is proper access to parking space for these users, and in particular at 

occasions such as funerals and weddings the need for adequate space for vehicles 

such as a hearse to turn. 

 

8. So, in addition to the points already made, we would ask that if the land concerned 

(sites 10047, 10049 and 10050) are in the ownership of the Promoter after the works 

are completed then the Church be granted either a permanent right to use this land 

for car parking or that it be transferred to the Church. 

 

9. We understand that some objectors wish the line of the new roadway located 

somewhat closer to the church, by around 5m or so.  We would be prepared to 

consider accommodating such a change (which would reduce the size of our main 

car park) provided that the land south of the amended trolley lines and contiguous 

with the Church’s existing boundary was transferred to the Church’s ownership and 

that funding was guaranteed to enable the Church to create alternative parking 

spaces and vehicular access to them.   

 

 

 

 


