
Brenda MacIntosh, (OBJ 0341) caretaker at Headingley St Columba’s 

Church has asked me to represent her and her husband at the Inquiry. 

 

They have lived in the Gate House Lodge, 70 Headingley Lane, a listed 

building formerly attached to Headingley Castle, for about eight years. 

 

She is responsible for the lettings and manages the day to day affairs of 

groups, meetings and so on.  It is a very busy life committed to her 

community and she has no wish to change this before she reaches 

retirement age.  She loves her life there and she loves her work at the 

Church.  She is part of the Church crèche, flower group, charity group 

and many others. 

 

The setting of the Lodge is between the busy A660 as it comes down into 

Headingley and the mature woodland on the north side with huge trees of 

Victorian origin.  If the trolleybus were to be approved most or all of this 

woodland would be taken down for the track and there would be 

replacement planting of four meter box grown trees. 

 

These replacements would take a generation at least to achieve maturity 

and character, and would not attain a similar stature to the ones which had 

been taken down within the lifetime of any resident of Headingley alive 

today.  Several of these trees have preservation orders on them. 

 

Besides which, not least would be the trauma of seeing the woodland 

which Brenda and David love cut down.  The main road is noisy, but 

behind their wall the backdrop of the magnificent woodland more than 

makes up for it and even allows them to forget what is just a few yards 

away because of the beauty that overlooks them. 

 

She does not recall having received any leaflets about the NGT before she 

found out from Cllr Neal Walshaw (Headingley, Lab) when she met him 

on the street.  

 

She fears for the loss of trees, green space and heritage along the route 

and all the other negative impacts she listed in her original letter of 

objection and to use her original terms ‘all for one bus journey’.  To her 

and her husband it is an insane plan which takes no account of the local 

people and communities such as themselves and their Church.  If they 

complain about this they are called ‘nimbies’ by people who don’t live in 

the area and having nothing personally to lose by it.  

 



I can testify to the genuine distress, anxiety and outright fear which 

Brenda and her husband feel at the prospect of the trolleybus route going 

through the woodland and wildflower meadow.  It would in effect make 

St Columba’s a traffic island and they themselves would be living on that 

island, sandwiched between a busy road on the one side and the busy 

trolleybus route on the other.  They feel that their quality of life would be 

degraded to such a degree that they would be forced to leave their home, 

which is a condition of their employment, so they would be both in need 

of rehousing and finding new employment, not an easy task in one’s late 

fifties. 

 

They also fear for the Church for several reasons.  Firstly they believe 

that a trolleybus running so close to the church would make it unattractive 

and put people off, reducing its financial viability.  Secondly, if she and 

her husband felt they could not live there and had to move, the Church 

would need to find new caretakers, upon whom they rely as the 

cornerstone of their community, and so this would be a serious disruption 

to its smooth running. 

 

The works which would take place would be seriously disruptive to her 

and her husband both personally, in their work, and to the Church 

generally. 

 

The Church synod has withdrawn its objection, but the congregation are 

still against the trolleybus I am assured.  Brenda MacIntosh understands 

that some accommodation has been reached between the Church and 

NGT as it was announced recently by a representative of the Synod that 

they would be withdrawing their objection. 

 

She has explained to me that her understanding is that the route would be 

moved some ten yards further away from the Church, and that there have 

been men surveying the land and putting marking posts in the ground.  

My own understanding is that if such a thing were to take place, or to be 

proposed to take place, that the change of route would have to be 

included in designs which were submitted to the Inquiry and subjected to 

the normal scrutiny that all the rest has done. 

 

Certainly, having been present at the Inquiry when both Mr Barraclough 

for Headingley Castle and Mr Natkus for his own clients argued for a 

change of design from Freeze 7 back to  Freeze 2, away from the Castle 

and towards the Church, it seemed to me that a strong case was made for 

keeping the track as far away out of view of the Castle as possible, and 

yet if it is the case that an accommodation has been reached with the 



Church which involves a change of route this would cause an even bigger 

clash than even exists at present. 

 

If it is not the case that NGT have offered a compromise deal with the 

Church of moving the line further away, it is not clear exactly what other 

concession it was possible for them to make other than their claim that 

they would only need to occupy the car park with their equipment for one 

month.  Rather than strictly evidence, this is a question which needs to be 

put before the Inquiry. 

 

It also perhaps should be stated that the view of the meadow from the 

listed Gatehouse Lodge would be greatly impaired by a trolleybus route 

with poles and cabling, and not least by the passage of a trolleybus every 

three minutes. 

 

The implementation of the trolleybus scheme would have a massively 

negative impact on the lives of Brenda MacIntosh, her husband, her 

family and her community.  I urge the Inspector to reject the scheme for 

these and the many reasons given by other objectors. 

 

 

Claire Randall OBJ 998 

Acting on behalf of Brenda MacIntosh, OBJ 0341 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transcript of Original Letter of Objection 

 

 

Dear Sir  

I write to you regarding the proposed trolleybus scheme in Leeds. Me and 

My Husband and I are caretakers at Headingley St Columba’s Church.  I 

deal with the lettings, my husband looks after the grounds. At the back of 

our lodge we have a woodland and a large wild flower meadow trees in 

the woodland 150-200 years old.  We have bats, owls, foxes, and a 

variety of unusual birds, this is going to be gone forever, they are talking 

of replacing this with saplings.  I planted one seven years ago and it is 

only the size of one of these trees’ branches now.   

 



We will lose our home and our work as this will affect the church 

lettings. So no alternative but to go on the dole at 56 years old, always 

worked all my life.  There will also be loss of all the hundreds of other 

trees on route and green verges, historic walls and buildings.  Disruption 

of an already very busy area, disruption and reduced parking for local 

businesses increased traffic congestion for delay, pollution and road 

closures.  Implications of the trolleybus limited available seats two thirds 

capacity will be standing passengers not everyone is young and fit.  The 

complete disruption in Headingley for three years, our opinion of the 

trolleybus scheme is a total waste of money.  We are sure this money 

could be put to better use elsewhere, it would save our rare green areas 

never to return in all areas concerned and all for one bus journey.  Leeds 

City Council should get out to all residents concerned and businesses as it 

is our money funding this and we should have a say which would be NO 

~ find an alternative and STOP wasting money. 

 

I remain yours, 

 

Brenda MacIntosh 

 

 

 

 

 


