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Lawnswood School Statement of Case 

re Transport Works Act 1992:  

Application for The Proposed Leeds Trolley Vehicle System Order 

Ref TWA/13/APP/04/OBJ/675 
 

 

In its letter of objection of 25 October 2013, Lawnswood School (the School) put forward its 

grounds for objection in outline as set out below: 

 

1. It was not clear what consideration of the transport flows associated with Lawnswood School 

students had been taken to date and therefore the extent that these had been applied in 

preparation of the Application and therefore the implications of these flows. 

 

2. The current plans assume a portion of the School grounds will be potentially taken and used as 

a site storage facility for the construction teams. This raises concerns over the following 

aspects:  

 

(a) increased traffic within the school grounds, 

(b) heavy vehicle movements, 

(c) noise impact on the learning environment, 

(d) potential loss of part or all of the School car park,  

(e) safe access and egress of students, parents, staff and visitors from the School site, and 

(f) generally, major operational impact on the School. 

 

3. The length of the works programme is likely to result in noise from the construction activities 

over an extended period potentially having an adverse effect on the learning environment. 

Following completion of the scheme, the loss of mature trees along the A660 will have a 

functional impact on the School as they currently provide effective noise screening from the 

A660 and any increase in transport noise will adversely impact the learning environment. 

 

4. The impact of the three year construction phase is likely to have a deterrent effect and reduce 

the attractiveness of the School to parents and students and also risk existing pupil attendance 

levels to deteriorate.  

 

5. Students from a geographically dispersed catchment area attend the School but the A660 is 

used by a majority for travel purposes. Any increase in travel disruption will risk School 

performance parameters being adversely impacted for current students. 

 

6. It was noted that it was proposed to make changes to the School entrance locations and to 

the Lawnswood roundabout which will have the potential of causing significant practical 

difficulties for the School.  

 

7. Further clarification is required of the safety measures relating to other highways improvement 

works around the School to guarantee the safety of the students emerging into the A660. 

 

 

This Statement of Case now expands upon those objections. 
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Safety 
 

The proposed use of part of the School site as a compound. We cannot overstate our 

concerns about the compound being on the School site.  This is something that we as a school feel 

very strongly about. The use of the front of our school as a compound will damage the school 

short term and we believe longer term as well. Not only will this be unsightly but it will impact on 

the school day and students. We also feel it will attract problems to the school which we currently 

do not have. It is known that compounds attract problems and can act as a magnet to anti-social 

behaviour. 

 

We understand that although a number of compound sites had been identified along the route of 

the NGT, the School site is the only one proposed for the local Lawnswood area. We must insist 

that further investigation is done to identify alternative sites as we do not believe that a compound 

on the school site is acceptable because of the Health & Safety risks and the disruption to teaching 

and learning. Our concern of this is being raised with our local MP and the council. 

 

We feel there are more suitable alternate sites on this route, in the north end of the transport 

run, and they are: 

 the grassed area opposite McDonald’s on the Ring Road 

 the Boddington site 

 part of the council  owned land known as “Tinshill Recreation Ground” on Otley Old 

Road, near Ralph Thoresby school. This area could hold the compound and still retain its 

functionality. We are aware that previously this was used as a compound whilst the 

houses were renovated 

 

Changes to pavements. These are being narrowed around our school to 2m wide.  This 

introduces a danger to students walking to school and alighting from buses. The footpaths at 

home time when all students depart together is only just wide enough now. We believe this also 

contravenes Department of Transport Guidelines - Manual of Streets – Section 6. 

 

The proposed new car park access, in particular the implementation of an entrance slip road/ 

merging lane to enable Lawnswood bound traffic to slow prior to turning into the new entrance. 

This is an absolute minimum requirement. Without this pedestrians crossing and drivers turning 

will be extremely vulnerable. However, as a minimum there must be traffic restrictions and a 

crossing with lights. 

 

Drop off zones and parent car park. The fact that there are no safe drop off zones / car park 

for parents is an issue now as we are sited on the Ring Road with only two ways in and only one 

way out. Planners would not permit traffic to leave our site into Spen Gardens as it is a bus route 

and, when we challenged this, Highways advised us in 2011 that this was not possible. Within the 

plans there are no developments to put in a parent car park during the development phases, for 

drop off and pick up. This is already dangerous without the added congestion and complication of 

construction traffic. 

 

Pedestrian crossings and students’ safety.  At home time and arrival time, it is extremely 

busy outside school. To introduce an additional means of transport will impact on the safety of 

pupils, particularly when we learn that the NGT system will go directly through the Lawnswood 

roundabout. Planners must sit down with school to look at this in detail before going off and 

developing this and applying for permissions to develop.  

 

Park and Ride. Our parents will not drop off students at the Park and Ride due to the fact there 

will be a lot of traffic about, which introduces another hazard. Also, students will have to walk and 

cross a major road, which is what parents are concerned about and why they drop them on site. 
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Safeguarding. Additional requirements ultimately mean costs will be incurred should we be 

forced to have the compound on the Lawnswood site. 

 

Environmental, Noise & Pollution 
 

Loss of trees & wildlife. Removal of trees from the central reservation and on both sides of the 

Lawnswood roundabout is a concern to school. 

 

Increased noise for students learning and, in particular, studying for exams. 

 

Increased dust from additional traffic means we cannot open our windows in summer or winter. 

 

Increased noise from queuing traffic due to changes in traffic lanes.  This will mean we are 

unable to open our windows in summer or winter.  

 

Use of the hockey pitches at the front of school will be impossible during the construction 

phase. This will restrict our sporting activities. 

 

Outdoor curriculum.  Schools are encouraged to use the outdoor classroom.  This will mean it 

is not possible to use the front of school, therefore restricting our curriculum. 

 

Cleaning.  Additional cleaning of the facades of the building will be required and, if we are able to 

open windows, there will be additional airborne pollution resulting in additional dust /cleaning / 

costs. 

 

 

 

Travel 
 

Timespan / Length of Project. This is of particular concern given the uncertainty over the 

term of the construction period. This may also cause an impact on school start times.  

 

Additional NGT stops, as well as current bus stops, mean additional supervision duties resulting 

in increased costs to school.  Also, why do we need to change existing bus stops? 

 

Removal of parking areas outside shops near to school has an impact on school as some 

parents drop off students there and then students walk up the road to school. 

 

Rat-running. All of this will encourage rat-running in the residential streets around school 

thereby increasing the dangers to students walking to school. 

 

Additional travel times during construction phases, which may impact on student punctuality 

due to traffic delays. 

 

No clear evidence, in all documentation that this will reduce car usage and congestion. It is 

doubted as the congestion currently experienced is due to queuing traffic which starts its journey 

outside of this route. 

 

What is the impact of the closure of Boddington? i.e. reduced student numbers means 

reduced public transport requirements. Has this been factored into the NGT plan? 

 

New housing developments in the local area.  Has this been factored in as this will mean more 

cars on the road? It cannot be assumed that they will use the NGT system, thereby giving more 

congestion outside school and increasing our risk to students. 
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Impact on school short term and long term 
 

Length of construction period. This is particularly concerning given the uncertainty over the 

term of the construction period resulting in loss of image and appeal. 

 

Dust and pollution: no windows open in summer or winter. 

 

Additional NGT stops, as well as current bus stops, means additional duties resulting in 

increased costs to school. 

 

Impact on the curriculum. Teaching will be restricted in terms of sports and the “outside 

classroom”, during a lengthy construction period. 

 

Parental choice. Building work, confusion and lack of easy access to school over a period of 

time may affect parental choice when choosing a secondary school. This has a financial impact on 

the school. 

 

Additional costs to the school for increased duties covering additional bus stops at the end of 

the day. 

 

Additional costs for cleaning due to additional dust and pollution. 

 

Loss of the use of the front of school during construction phases. 

 

Unsightly appearance for the school during lengthy construction period. 

 

 

 

Traffic Surveys 
 

Open and transparent results of surveys, describing vehicle and student flows around the 

school, must be shared with the school.  We understand that these will be camera surveys and we 

suggested that the cameras should be located by the entrances on the A660, Spen Gardens and 

also the Ring Road, which NGT agreed.  We confirmed that the times to concentrate on should 

be 7.45am - 9.15am and 2.30pm - 5.30pm. 

 

A further survey should also concentrate on where parents who drop their child/children off 

onsite start their journeys and where they are going to once they have dropped them off, to see if 

the route of the NGT meets their needs and if they will be using this method of transport.   

 

Further information is required on the capacity of the island in the middle of the proposed 

pedestrian crossing on the A660 due to the fundamental nature of this to student access to the 

school.   


