
Dear sir(s)  

  

On 31st October 2013, I wrote to you setting out my objections to this scheme. In reply you 

advised me that I was required to make a Statement of Case to you all, no later than 30th 

January 2014. I am therefore setting it out in this email. 

  

I do not consider the trolleybus, or any bus - based solution, will have sufficient capacity to 

significantly reduce congestion. It will also take up more road space. The maximum capacity 

is stated at 160, which is a maximum of 3,000 passengers an hour. The planning documents 

anticipate 20% of this will be motorists transferring, but all the consistent reasearch and 

experience of the past 50 years indicates that this type of installation will attact 5% of 

motorists, rather than 30-40% for a rail based alternative. Sustainable Light Rail - professor 

LewisLesley, Claverton Energy Group Conference Bath October 2008). Indeed, in the NGT 

Major Scheme Business Case , 2009 states in 5.5, Light Rail 'scored highly in the assessment 

as being an appropriate solution for theLeeds context, (but) was ruled out on the grounds of 

affordability.' 

  

The cost of the scheme, which will provide14km of trolleybus route, is £250m. This is less 

than the 14.5km tramway under construction in Besancon France, due to open this year at a 

cost of approximately £200m. Given that the operation life cycle for trams is one-third longer 

than a bus-based solution, and the capacity is more than double when vehicles are coupled in 

pairs, I cannot see how theNGT team can reach this conclusion. 

  

The NGT website provides examples of other European cities which have invested in 

trolleybuses, as  far as I am aware, only Leeds is proposing anew trolleybus as the mainstay 

of its street based transit. A tramway could also be integratedwith tram trains, if that solution 

is adopted for the link to Leeds Bradford airport. 

  

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to comment.  

  

My postal address is  

  

191 Hall Lane 

Horsforth 

Leeds 

LS18 5EG 

  

Yours faithfully 

  

George Jennings 

 


