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        23 October 2014 

Dear Mr Whitehead 
 

The application before you makes many claims. Most have been demonstrated during 

the inquiry to be lacking substance. One of the claims that has been made is that 

alternatives have been considered. Clearly, this is not the case. From very early on, 

the promoters decided to pursue the trolleybus option, and everything else, the 

extravagant claims, and the over optimistic reports, have followed from that. How can 

you be expected to approve an application with such major long-term consequences, 

when alternatives haven’t been properly considered? A peer review carried out in 

2007 expressed the concern that stating a preference for trolleybuses so early on, 

risked jeopardising the scheme.   
 

Metro’s pursuit of a trolleybus for Leeds is the re-incarnation of a scheme to bring 

trolleybuses back to Bradford. The scheme was called Electrobus and it was launched 

in 1980. Failure to obtain government funding prompted Metro to add Leeds to the 

scheme. But even this failed to persuade the government to provide funds. By now, 

de-regulation had taken place, and the government was concerned that Electrobus 

would be unable to compete with private operators. Finally, in exasperation, Metro 

decided to go it alone without government assistance. Plans were made and a route 

was announced. But then, when a private operator announced a scheme to run a diesel 

bus along the same route, Metro quietly dropped the scheme it had pursued for the 

previous 11 years., It had been prepared to waste government money, but it wasn’t 

prepared to waste its own funds. (FOWM13). Nothing has changed since the 1980s. 

Bus services are still de-regulated. The only difference is that this time, government 

money is on the table. 
 

Councillor Richard Lewis has said that the other local authorities in West Yorkshire 

want Leeds to get a move on with the trolleybus because they want it too. A 

trolleybus might be a coup for towns like Huddersfield or Bradford, but not for a 

major city like Leeds. On the continent, large cities which have trolleybuses, also 

have undergrounds, and tram systems. They don’t rely solely on trolleybuses, which 

are just buses.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Committee member  

 


