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To: The Secretary of State for Transport 
 c/o Transport & Works Act Orders Unit 
 General Counsel's Office 
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 Zone 1/18 Great Minster House 
 33 Horseferry Road 
 London 
 SW1P 4DR 
 
and: NGT Metro 
 c/o Bircham Dyson Bell Solicitors and Parliamentary Agents  
 50, Broadway 
 London 
 SW1H 0BL 
 
29th January 2014 
 
Dear Secretary of State for Transport and NGT Metro, 
 
Transport and Works Act Order: NGT Trolleybus Scheme Leeds 
STATEMENT OF CASE following my objection: DfT ref: TWA/13/APP/04/0BJ/1625 
 
I reserve the right to re-submit my statement of case following the submission of NGT's Statement of Case (to 
be published tomorrow) and because NGT Metro have not yet responded to my objection (no.1625) despite a 
letter from them dated 5th December 2013 where they say, "The NGT Team are now considering your 
representations and will get back in touch with you shortly in response to the points you raise." It seems a 
cynical manipulation of process for the promoters of the scheme to be releasing a revised plan on the day that 
the Statements of Case from the general public have to be received and it seems cynical for the promoters to 
release the document to the press before releasing it to people who will be affected by the scheme and who have 
already made representation about it: "Transport bosses have revealed details of the revised blueprint that they 
hope will win over Leeds’s trolleybus doubters…The Yorkshire Evening Post has been given advance access to a 
100-page, 30,000-word ‘statement of case’ that will be published in full online tomorrow." 
(www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest-news/top-stories/leeds-trolleybus-new-plans-revealed-1-
6402467 – 29-01-2014) 
 
Until sight of the Promoters' revised plans and their response to my objection I re-submit my original objection 
below: 
 

Please do not grant approval for this scheme which would devastate Leeds. The city cannot afford £77m (it's 
selling off assets and cutting essential services) and the cost will rise when things such as traffic calming 
measures to mitigate new rat-runs and long-term on-going maintenance of over a thousand 'replacement' trees 
are properly costed. 
 
I deliberately chose to move into Hyde Park when I moved out of my parents' home in a suburb of Leeds in 
1997. I love Hyde Park Corner, with its Victorian terraces of thriving shops and I love Woodhouse Moor - 
essentially the garden for me and other inner-city Hyde Park and Woodhouse residents, the majority of who live 
in back to backs. It's the most intensively used park in Leeds, also being adjacent to Leeds University, and 
Metro and the council want to run the trolleybus over part of it and take other parts of it for road widening, 
including removal of mature trees, most of this without consultation and by underhand means. 



   

 
I found out two days ago that the council have applied under S.122 of the Local Government Act 1972 to 
appropriate parts of Woodhouse Moor, and other Public Open Space along the north and south of the route, 
rather than compulsorily purchasing the space as part of the TWAO. This is so that the issue of taking green-
space for the trolleybus scheme (in the case of Woodhouse Moor, green-space from the most intensively used park 
in Leeds, in inner-city Leeds, in an area characterised by back-to-back houses and ten years less life-expectancy 
than in the suburbs) doesn't have to go before an inspector at public inquiry, as the CPO can be withdrawn 
from the TWAO. This appropriation was advertised in a small untitled, unformatted advert in the Yorkshire 
Post on Saturday 19th and Saturday 26th October. Inner-city Leeds residents read the Yorkshire Evening Post. 
The closing date for objections to this is 9th November. This is totally immoral and almost but not quite beyond 
belief. 
 
Not only does the Council and Metro want to run the trolleybus across the Monument Moor part of Woodhouse 
Moor, and widen Cliff Road, causing the removal of trees and land-take from Cinder Moor, but their 
application for appropriation showed that they also want to take the 'Avenue' on the south side of the Moor, 
currently largely unchanged from the postcard below except the trees are a lot bigger. For over a year Metro and 
the Council have been justifying taking Monument Moor for the scheme by saying it wasn't part of Woodhouse 
Moor or that it was on the 'scruffy' side of the Moor, and now they want to also take land from the other side. 
 
Not only will Woodhouse Moor (part of the Headingley Hill, Hyde Park and Woodhouse Moor Conservation 
Area) be dissected and reduced in size, but traffic will be stacked on the road running through it, spewing 
emissions onto what used to be known as The Lungs of Leeds. 
 
Not only this, but if the scheme goes ahead, a Victorian terrace of shops at one corner of Hyde Park Corner, 
which is referred to as the heart of Hyde Park in the Headingley Hill, Hyde Park and Woodhouse Moor 
Conservation Area Appraisal, will be demolished to facilitate road widening. Hyde Park Corner is unique in 
character, a cross-roads with busy Victorian terraced shops at each corner. To remove one corner and widen the 
road at this point will cause irreparable  to the character of Hyde Park. 
 
The scheme would rip the heart and soul out of Hyde Park and Woodhouse for no benefit to the communities the 
trolleybus passes through, and no benefit  to anyone else either except Metro and large land developers who 
want to have another go at developing 'New Dock'.  
 
The scheme would destroy the viability of Leeds College of Art, taking land essential to the safety and amenity 
of its staff and students and taking away the only means by which it can visually market itself at site. Fire exits 
would open onto a narrow pavement next to a road more than twice as wide as it is now. Students would be in 
danger when carrying large 3D pieces or portfolios to and from college as the land left for the college would not 
be wide enough to accommodate them safely between the wall of the college and the road. The college has scarce 
outdoor space as it is but manages to compete for students with prestigious colleges in London and Glasgow. The 
college has been established for over 150 years and contributes hugely to the culture and economy of Leeds. Metro 
and the Council didn't bother to consult the college about the CPO of their land. 
 
All this destruction for no benefit: 
 

• For park & ride schemes to work there needs to be a scarcity of city centre parking, which there isn't in 
Leeds. The park & rides that Leeds already has are failures. 

 
• The scheme would run on what is already the best served bus route in Leeds but would reduce the 

current bus services by about half. 
 

• There would be half as many trolleybus stops as bus stops making the trolleybus unviable for anybody 
with difficulty walking distances – or anybody in a rush. 

 
• There would be no gain for cyclists who would be sharing road space with quiet articulated trolleybuses 

rather than having segregated lanes. 



   

 
• There would be increased congested (admitted by Metro) 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Dawn Carey Jones 
 

 
 
 


