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In paragraph 1.8 of his Proof of Evidence, Professor Andrews greatly exaggerates the 

existing congestion on the Headingley corridor. He states that there is a 4km traffic jam 

from the City Centre to the Ring Road on the A660. In my Proof of Evidence [APP-6-2] 

chapter 5 I go through the junctions along the route and cover the existing issues. I show 

that whilst there are existing queues on the A660, they are not continuous over this 

length. 

Mr Robertson, NGT 

 

Rebuttal Evidence 
Promoters’ Response to Professor Andrews 
REB-1 
OBJ1637 

 

 

Overview 

This is a brief photographic based report to rebut the statement from Mr Robertson, and support Professor Andrews 

assertions regarding the existing congestion levels on the A660 corridor South of the Lawnswood Roundabout. 

Photos were taken at West Park roundabout, and Lawnswood roundabout between 7.30-8.30am on 2 

weekday mornings during term time at the end of April / start of May 2014.  

The continuity of the traffic jam on the Southbound carriageway was assessed by driving up the North 

bound carriageway from Hyde Park to Lawnswood Roundabout.   
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8.05am Monday 28th April 2014; Otley Road North of West Park roundabout, facing North showing a solid traffic jam 

on the South bound carriageway between West Park and Lawnswood roundabouts. 
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8.06am Monday 28th April 2014; Southbound carriageway of Otley Road immediately south of Lawnswood 

roundabout. Traffic was crawling below 10MPH with approximately 1 car length gap between vehicles. 

 

7.35AM Thursday 1st May 2014, West Park roundabout on Otley Road showing traffic already heavily congested on 

the south bound carriageway. 
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8.25AM Thursday 1st May 2014, West Park roundabout showing traffic badly congested, nose to tail and very slow 

moving on the southbound carriageway with the traffic jam stretching North towards Lawnswood Roundabout. 
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8.09 AM Monday 28th April 2014, Otley Road immediately North of Lawnswood Roundabout, facing south showing the 

Southbound carriageway has no congestion at all, so the roundabout is not acting to restrict the flow of Southbound 

traffic from the North. 

Conclusion 

The morning traffic jams witnessed were largely as Professor Andrews described, they stretch all the way up to 

Lawnswood roundabout from as early as 7.30am with traffic nose to tail from Shaw Lane lights to Lawnswood 

roundabout. There is a slight easing of traffic through Headingley centre from Shaw Lane to North Lane traffic lights 

where the road becomes effectively 2 lanes in rush hour, but the congestion is continuous again from North Lane to 

Hyde Park Corner on the single carriageway section. 

Lawnswood Roundabout is not a significant cause of congestion or restriction of the flow of traffic entering the 

southbound carriageway of Otley Road heading towards West Park and Headingley as NGTs models assume. 

These pictures were taken on 2 randomly selected days, but could have been almost any day during term time.  

The models and traffic data being used by NGT are wrong if they predict increased traffic flow beyond Lawnswood 

Roundabout without a similar increase in traffic flow beyond Hyde Park, or any highway capacity improvements along 

the route into town, and particularly the Shaw Lane traffic lights to justify the supposed increase in flow rates down 

Otley Road from Lawnswood Roundabout.  

Any statements or assumptions made that are based on models that do not reflect the reality of the situation should 

be treated with caution. 


