
North West Leeds Transport Forum (NWLTF)                                21st July 2014  

 

Dear Mr Whitehead, 

Re: Historic Environment Update (TWAO document ref. B-13) 

 

An ad hoc meeting of the Forum was held on Saturday 19th July, attended by representatives of local 

residents’ associations. At this meeting it was agreed that a further letter be sent to you which 

should be read in conjunction with the various letters and emails of objection, concerning document 

B-13, known to have been sent to you by the Forum, local residents’ associations and individuals. 

You will recall that we contend that the submission of the new B-13 document is an admission that 

the previously submitted document was inadequate and as a result the promoter’s Environmental 

Statement not fit for purpose.  

To introduce the new and radically amended document at this stage raises the question as to 

whether much of the Inquiry process would need to be rerun. 

We urge you not to accept the new document for the following reasons: 

 Actions have already been taken by various parties on the basis of the previous inadequate 

document.  If the new and radically amended document were now to be accepted, the 

process of both political and Inquiry decision making which has already taken place would 

be invalidated. Parties affected by a decision to accept the new document would include: 

i. Local politicians, who will have taken account of heritage matters when deciding, in full 

council, Plans Panels and in Local Area meetings, to support the scheme, to promote the 

application for a TWAO, and to approve a commitment to future borrowing to support 

the funding shortfall. 

ii. Members of the Promoters’ team, such as Mr Speak, who took account of the original 

heritage assessment in formulating their views and evidence. 

iii. Local businesses, residents, heritage organisations and other interested parties who 

will have been influenced by heritage matters when deciding whether to object to the 

TWAO application and on what grounds. 

iv. Objectors who took account of heritage matters when phrasing their objections and 

deciding whether to submit evidence, to attend the Public Inquiry and to cross-examine 

witnesses. 

v. Those who submitted evidence who based the content and phrasing of that evidence 

on the original document. 

vi. Those who cross-examined on heritage issues will have based their cross-examination 

on the original document. 

 



 If a decision is taken to accept the new document B-13, it would be unsafe do so unless 

sufficient time and resources were made available for all the above parties to reconsider 

their position. Given that we are now in the last quarter of July, and that August is for many 

a holiday month, it is quite unrealistic to expect people to consider their position and to 

have responded before the middle of October 2014.  

 Further, it would be prejudicial to natural justice to require interested parties to fund 

additional work from their own resources. We would therefore ask that if the B-13 

document is to be accepted into the inquiry, this decision be conditioned so that any costs 

for additional professional advice necessitated by third parties to examine the new 

document be met in advance by the Promoters. 

 A decision to accept the new document B-13 would require the whole process of public 

consultation with interested parties to be recommenced.  With respect to the interested 

parties identified at (iii) above,  it is quite unrealistic to assume that they will have become 

aware of the revised document as a result of the advertisement placed in the Yorkshire Post 

of the 7th July. The only safe way forward would therefore be for the Promoters to 

individually inform all parties who have expressed any interest in NGT (e.g. attendees at the 

public meetings, anyone who has communicated with Metro or Leeds City Council 

expressing an interest in NGT, anyone who objected to the TWAO and anyone who attended 

the Public Inquiry prior to 7th July). 

 

This letter is submitted by: 

Martyn Thomas   and     Doug Kemp   (co-Chairs of NWLTF) 

 

and  endorsed by the following local resident associations: 

Drummond and Churchwood Residents Association 

North Hyde Park Neighbourhood Association 

Weetwood Residents Association 

West Park Residents Association 


