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Weetwood Residents’ Association.                                                                                                               

Obj No 1354 

Closing Statement by the Weetwood 

Residents’ Association to the Public Inquiry on 

the LTVS. 

Mr Whitehead. 

The Weetwood Residents’ Association , of which I, Martyn 

Thomas, am currently Chair, has been in formal and accredited 

existence since February 1995. Its purpose as defined by its 

Objects is to maintain and improve, so far as is possible and by 

all reasonable means, the ambience, amenity and security of its 

defined area on behalf of its members. 

This is why we are opposing the current plans for the trolley 

bus project – together with our absolute commitment to Public 

Values and Civic Values which demand that we oppose such 

absurd waste of the public purse with such damage to our City 

and to our neighbourhood and its residents and businesses; 

and being imposed by such few people against all expert 

advice freely developed and given to this Inquiry. 

In full and open partnership with the N W Leeds Transport 

Forum, to which we are fully and formally affiliated and to 

whose inputs we have contributed, we have shown the 

weaknesses of the Promoter’s case in economic, technological, 

environmental, heritage and transport matters. This we have 

done but in a constructive and supportive manner 

demonstrating our commitment towards improving public 
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transport throughout our City to support its growth, health and 

wealth. 

The Promoters have too frequently  misrepresented the project 

to the public – and perhaps even to the Council. 

For example – The glossy Metro leaflet which the Promoters 

claimed to have delivered to 50,000 households states that 

“modern trolleybuses are an increasingly common sight in 

European and North American cities”. Thereby seeking to 

convey that Leeds is on the crest of a trolleybus wave that’s 

sweeping Europe and North America. This was grossly 

misleading. There have been no new trolleybus systems in 

North America for years. There are none in Britain and 

relatively few in Western Europe. 

At the start of 2013 there were around 450 hybrid and electric 

buses in Britain – equalling the number of trolley buses in the 

whole of the United States and twice the number of trolley 

buses in operation in Germany, Holland and Belgium put 

together. In the intervening 20 months drive technology has 

developed at such a pace that Transport for London alone now 

have over 800 hybrid buses in service together with a number 

of Leeds built electric buses. 

A second example – in the NGT brochure “ A Catalyst for 

Economic Growth” published in September 2013 the benefits 

include “It will BUST congestion”. Their own figures show that 

congestion will increase! Also included is “modern passenger 

vehicles offering improved ride comfort”. Their own figures 

show that two thirds of the capacity of the trolley buses will be 

standing passengers! 

These misrepresentations have continued in spite of the 

opponents having demonstrably shown them to be incorrect. 
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This lack of integrity and professionalism by the Promoters is 

unacceptable. How can the citizens of Leeds, and now West 

Yorkshire, have any confidence that the £250m investment will 

be wisely and properly utilised? 

We have endeavoured to open meaningful dialogue with the 

Promoters at both political and planning levels but have 

consistently been ignored or rebuffed. Such dialogue would 

have allowed us to contribute towards improving the published 

plans in such ways as to bring about improvement in much 

shorter time scales with minimum disturbance and damage and 

at much lower costs to national and local Government with 

accordingly much higher benefits. It is not too late to develop 

this dialogue and we maintain our readiness and willingness to 

do so – STARTING NOW. 

We fervently believe and maintain that our City and region need 

to improve all public transport links and services to support our 

local, national and international growth and development. 

These NGT plans will not deliver such improvements, will 

perpetuate segregation of services  and will waste resources, 

time and money instead of properly addressing issues such as 

airport improvement and connectivity, focussed economic 

regeneration, inward investment, improved trans- Pennine 

public transport links and cross-City connectivity including the 

outer ring road. 

Why damage one of the most attractive areas of our City, 

impose worse public transport services for our residents and 

threaten the continuity of key current bus services, while failing 

to meet many of the Promoter’s own declared objectives and 

imposing such a backward looking public transport technology 

when other cities and regions are truly embracing state-of- the-

art technologies which will lead to sustainable and efficient 
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public transport for decades ahead? Leeds could show its 

commitment to sustainable and forward looking public transport 

technologies and honour the clear directive from DfT to 

introduce a high quality bus system. Yes – that is what the DfT  

asked for but the plans which we are opposing singularly fail to 

meet this directive. 

The question is a difficult one to answer unless there are other 

forces at work. The case from the Promoters does not stand on 

its economic, environmental, heritage protection or transport 

improvement merits and certainly not on its value for money.  

Therefore we can only conclude that such a conceptually weak 

plan which is so flawed in detail and which imposes future 

significant financial burdens on local taxpayers must be driven 

by other motives. 

The project as it currently stands is wanted neither by residents 

nor local businesses. Its rationale is not understood as it offers 

such little benefit for such massive cost and local damage and 

its political support is declining in spite of the three line whip 

voting control in Leeds City Council. Tellingly the Promoters did 

not bring a single independent witness to the Inquiry in support 

of the project whilst the Third Party Opposers (all acting on a 

voluntary basis) attended in multitudes. 

 As a Weetwood resident since 1988 I and most others have 

great concerns about the adverse, nay, disastrous effect this 

scheme would have on the fabric and economy of our great 

City. As a Chartered Mechanical Engineer and a practising 

Consultant I am appalled at the almost total lack of emphasis 

that has been placed on the practical engineering and 

operational obstacles which would so patently prevent the 

trolley bus carrying out the service which is so mindlessly 

promoted as a state-of-the-art transport revolution. 
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As an attempt to promote the concept the Promoters submit 

that the overhead wires and supports offer a sense of 

permanence and we should all feel positive about this. What 

arrant nonsense and what disrespect it shows to our residents! 

For all of the reasons put forward by the Weetwood Residents’ 

Association, other Resident and Community Groups and the 

NW Leeds Transport Forum and supported by expert and 

independent witnesses  we submit that this Leeds Trolley 

Vehicle System Order project as currently designed must not 

proceed. 

 

M.E.Thomas 

Chair    Weetwood Residents’ Association. 

22nd October 2014. 

 

 


